
             SOUTH LAKE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL HISTO RICAL  SOCIETY  
                NEWSLETTER   VOLUME 22 NUMBER 3   AUGUST 2009  

 
 

 
Hello, I’d like to introduce myself. I am Dale Bieker your new President. For those of you who 
don’t know me I’d like to give you a little background about myself. I was born and 
raised on a dairy farm in Crown Point, which my family and I still own today. That was 
one of the reasons I ran for president. The farming community is still near and dear to 
me. When I look at this equipment I see my dad and my grandfather working on the farm. 
I think we have a great foundation; there are many exhibits to be seen annually at our 
show. My hope is to increase our exhibits. I feel our growth potential is in the area of 
small engines, garden tractors and participation in the tractor pulls. With our easy access 
to major expressways, I feel we could attract a whole new group of people, with our same 
interest, by having vendors that sell old parts and equipment. I feel we are here to 
preserve the history of the farming lifestyle. It is important to preserve and maintain the 
club’s equipment. Past and present club members have worked hard to acquire all the 
club’s assets. I remember the first show I attended at the courthouse square. Prior work 
by them and their dedication to the club has brought us to where we are today. This 
success was not done by one person. They accomplished this as a united club. We are just 
the keepers of this equipment for future generations. I would personally like to thank 
George Monix for his hard work and dedication. I have enjoyed working with him in the 
fields and at the show. He saw us through a tough economy! The club appreciates all of 
his efforts! I would also like to welcome the new advisory board and look forward to 
working closely with them. All club members please feel free to contact me with any 
questions or suggestions. This is our club. 219-680-7261 or email dale40ih@yahoo.com. 
I look forward to the challenge and the excitement of the next year 
Dale Bieker 
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Ah, the show goes on! 
 
So we have made it through another 
show. In the past, I have written about 
the highlights of the show. But, most of 
you have been to the show and seen 
what goes on. You look at the tractors 
and exclaim them pretty, or excuse 
me, good looking, interesting, cool to 
watch it start. Did you realize that they 
made it like that? You walked around 
and watched the demonstrations of 
the sawmill, threshing or shelling and 
reminisced about it. Was it hard work, 
remember when we did it like that? 
You watched the horseshoer and the 
chain saw carver or the trains on the 
big track that they made. All this is the 
show that everyone sees. What about 
what isn’t seen at the show. Are you 
aware of what happens to order to put 
the show on? If you are getting this 
newsletter, you are part of this club. 
There is a lot of work that is done by 
only a few people in the club to put the 
show on and make it what it is. Of 
course, it’s very important that 
everyone brings their equipment, that 
a big part of the show, but I thought 
that I would thank some of our 
members that work behind the scenes 
and make things happen. 
 
Jimmy Burk and Devin Moeller helped 
by cleaning, unloading, putting up 
signs, and running around the 
fairgrounds to put things up and take 
things down. They generally did most 
anything that we asked of them, 
including giving up 5 days of their 
summer to be bossed around and 
worked hard. 

Marsha and Dan Lamprecht made 
sure that the registration booth ran 
smoothly. She put up with explaining 
to exhibitors the importance of 
insurance and received some flack 
back for it. She helps organize the 
parade and make sure that Don has 
the correct information for his 
announcing. There are people helping 
her, Roberta and some others, but in 
spite of some personal issues the 
registration booth runs well. 
Joe and John Wehner are in charge of 
the toy show. They make sure the 
vendors are happy and set up they 
way they want to be and arrange for 
the security of their wares. 
Sandy Monroe makes sure that the 
flea market runs well. Working with a 
map that becomes a jigsaw puzzle 
with vendors wanting “that other spot” 
and making sure that they are happy 
as well is a big job that she does well. 
Irene Doty makes sure that we have t-
shirts, hats and sweatshirts to 
purchase. She puts together the 
design on them as well as the buttons, 
plaques and ribbons that are handed 
out. This is done months in advance. 
She also makes sure that everyone’s 
membership is current and keeps track 
of our membership rolls. She is a 
natural at this, talking to people and 
promoting our club.          
 



More show thank yous! 
 
Did you ride on a people mover? Bob 
Postma and Ed Doepping do a great 
job in moving people around the 
fairgrounds and getting them to see 
the whole show. Ray Mattox also rides 
along narrating the show especially for 
some of our special guests on Friday 
from the local nursing facilities. Their 
time riding around the show is 
invaluable.  
Speaking of seeing the show, Jim 
Forsythe and Gloria Miller do a great 
job of informing us. Jim sets up and 
runs the sound system including the 
music. He also is responsible for the 
fantastic job of our opening 
ceremonies and flag raising. Gloria 
does a great impromptu job of 
promoting what is where and what is 
happening. She did an exceptional job 
on the tractor pulls on Sunday 
morning. John Berens and his young 
crew did a great job organizing the 
antique tractor pulls and getting the 
track ready and keeping it in shape. 
They had help from Zach and Bob 
Ziese for that.  
Did you happen to see any of the 
small engines? That job is left up to 
Sheldon Miller and his crew, Rob, 
Chris, Phil, Lindy and Pete make 
everyone feel right at home. I like the 
butter pecan the best, but everyone 
else like the peach and strawberry. Ice 
Cream that is! They do a great job of 
hosting all the small engines and 
welcoming people back each year. 
 
 
 

The first impression that people have 
of the show is when they enter the 
gate to pay. Paul Carlson is 
responsible for that. He has many 
workers that man the gate and 
welcome our customers to the show. 
That is a demanding job, one that they 
all do very well.  
Nettie Cilek works most of the year on 
the quilt raffle from finding just the 
right quilt to raffle, sending out tickets 
and organizing the whole thing. Her 
helpers include Gloria Postma and 
Helen Melcher amongst others. It’s a 
big fundraiser for us. Also up in the 
fine arts building are Jim Bohling and 
Harold Busse with the hand tools and 
little farm stuff. We also couldn’t get 
through the show without Judy 
Wehner, our treasurer. Without her, the 
show would sink or at the least be 
broke! She gets lots of help from Jack 
and Joe as well as John. 
The sawmill crew that also does the 
threshing and shelling consist of 
Herman, Paul, Fred, Pete, Keith, Tony 
and a few other good men keep that 
whole bottom area moving along well. 
Jim Burk runs our dyno tester taking on 
lots of tractors. Ira Kirby keeps me in 
business providing the pie booth with 
the 2 best things, electricity and hot 
water. Our pie bakers baked about 
200 pies and helped raise $4000 for 
the club. The pork chop dinner crew is 
awesome as well, Bob and Elaine 
Bohling, Nancy and Kim Sanders 
handling the front of the dinner with 
the Lowell FFA and Tony Wirtz, Keith 
Dawson and Herman Monix handling 
the cooking duties. Mm delicious!  



Only a few Peeps? 
 
As you can tell, since I am on the 3rd 
page of people that help out at the 
show, my few people have turned into 
many. 
Who keeps us safe at night? Ron 
Leighty and Chuck with Nicki and 
Jimmy at times stay up when we sleep 
keeping our equipment safe. They 
miss most of the noisy part of the 
show, but see the quiet testimony to 
the old ways. 
Did you see happy kids there? Tim 
Kirby and Mike Rippe did a great job 
with the kiddie railroad; they also had 
help from their families in that whole 
area. 
The blacksmiths were fun to watch 
and Dave Reese shoeing horses is also 
fascinating. Jack Wehner is 
responsible for the food vendors. The 
food is always good and there is 
always enough for everyone. 
Did you buy a raffle ticket? Are you still 
waiting for a call? The quilt was won 
by Ann Schaefer. The afghan was won 
by Tim Heidbrieder and the toy tractor 
raffle that was given for filling out a 
raffle ticket given at the gate was won 
by Katie Harness of Florida. 
The show is set up on Thursday by a 
relatively small group of people, about 
20 people. This includes signage, 
hauling equipment from the club 
grounds and setting up the pie booth. 
The Monday after the show is our 
clean up day and even less people 
show up for that. We pick up the 
equipment, garbage and clean up the 
buildings that we use. Hat’s off to the 
set up and clean up crew! It’s hard! 

Panoramic Pictures 
If you were involved in the club 
pictures on Saturday they are 
available for sale at the 
meetings, but need to be 
preordered by Aug. 31. They will 
be $15 if enough people order 
them. The picture from the picnic 
is also available at meetings. All 
the pictures will need to be 
ordered at the same time to get 
the price of $15. Please contact 
Irene Doty for more information. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The club’s annual meeting is coming 
up. This is when we elect our new 
officers and new advisors for the 
board. Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend and participate 
in the election process. 
Are you interested in being an officer 
or advisor? You need to attend 2/3 of 
the meetings in order to be eligible to 
run for either office or for advisor. The 
advisors have 3-year terms and 
officers have 1-year terms. 
All of our general meetings are held 
on the second Monday of the month 
and our board of advisor meetings 
which are open to members are held 
on the fourth Monday of the month. 
The Annual meeting will be held on 
September 14th. All of our meetings are 
at 7:00pm and held at the Crown Point 
Civic Center across the street from the 
post office and police station on East 
Street. You belong to the club; you are 
welcome to attend any of the meetings  



UPDATE ON BIG CHANGES 
TO THE 

CHRISTMAS PARTY ! 
 

In the last newsletter there was a spot about the 
annual Christmas party 

It was all wrong information! 
 
 

The Christmas party has been changed this year! We will be having an Appreciation 
Dinner for all club members. The Octoberfest picnic and annual Christmas party in 

December will not be held this year! 
 

In honor of our 25th anniversary, the club will provide the meal for the party for 
members of the club as of April 1 when your 2009 membership was due. 

 

THE CLUB APPRECIATION DINNER WILL BE HELD 
ON SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14TH 

 
IT WILL BE AT ST. ELIJAH SERBIAN CHURCH HALL 

IN CROWN POINT 
 

If you were not a member as of April 1, 2009 and would like to attend the 
dinner anyway, tickets will be available for $25 each. 

 
There will be no gift exchange this year! 

 
If you were a member as of April 1, 2009 you will be receiving an 

invitation and will need to RSVP. 
 

For more information please contact Ira or Sharon Kirby 
374-8101 




